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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
08/908,265 



Applicant(s) 



Auclair et al. 



Examiner 

Emmanuel L. Molse 



Art Unit 

2133 




- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■ 



, MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) B Responsive to communication(s) filed on Aug 15. 2000 „ 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b) S This action is non-final. 

3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu$$®35 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4) ED Claim(s) 35. 36. and 38-40 



is/are pending in the applica 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) . 
5)D Claim(s) 



is/are withdrawn from considers 
is/are allowed. 



6) 00 Claims 35. 36. and 38-40 

7) D Claim(s) 

8) 0 Claims 



_ is/are rejected. 
_ is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) □ The drawing(s) filed on 



. is/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is: aP approved b)ddisapproved. 



11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on 

12) □ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)D All b) □ Some* c) CNoneof: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). , 



18) Q interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) □ Notice of informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 14 



Application/Control Number: 08/908,265 



Page 2 



Art Unit: 2133 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 35-36 and 38-40 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§112 



2. 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 



The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to 
make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of 
carrying out his invention. 



3. Claims 35-36 and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey 
to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. The claimed subject matter in question is the "means for 
determining a likelihood that the memory device has a degraded state by applying each of a 
plurality of read voltages to a terminal of a first cell of the plurality of memory cells to generate a 
plurality of read results" Applicant, on page 4 of the Amendment received on August 15, 2000, 
has referred to READ CIRCUIT 213 in Figure 4, Figures 6a and 6b and corresponding sections 
of the specification (see page 4 of aforementioned Amendment) as providing support for the 
claimed means. After carefully reviewing the disclosure of the present application, the examiner, 
however, finds no support for the above claimed subject matter. 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Emmanuel L. Moise whose telephone number is (703)305-9763. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 08:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady, can be reached on (703)305-9595. Any response to this action 
should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks Washington, D.C. 20231, or 
faxed to: (703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry), Or: (703) 305-3718 
(for informal or draft communications, please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). The facsimile phone number for this group is 
(703) 308-5357. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




Emmanuel L. Moise 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2133 



June 27, 2001 
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UNITED STltk DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND COMMISSIONER 
OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington. D.C. 20231 



Dear Patent and Trademark Office Customer: 

The Technical Support Staff of Technology Center 2K>n has undertaken continuous 
nudity improvement efforts to ensure that the accompanying correspondence meets high 
quality standards, and focuses on good customer service. It ,s important to us that you 
are satisfied with the services we provide. 

If the contents of the attached correspondence has any clerical omissions, 
e.g., missing references or pages, illegible text, other problems or concerns of this nao,re 
which you wish to bring to my attention, please call or tax me as soon as possible. I will 
take the appropriate action to expedite the necessary corrections. 



Verfene D. Greetv 

Head,Supervisory Legal Instruments Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
(703) 305-4376 



Fax No. (703) 308-9051 or (703) 308-9052 



a* called ;inv 



Attention: Policy on Returning Phone Calls 

•\ PTO-wick- customer service standard is if P TC ) employee lain, called is nnr_.ivaihl.lc-. tlu-y w,l 
return vour call by the next business day, or, it you request, an alternate point or contact will he 
provided. Technology Center 2100 is committed to meeting th.s scrv.ee standard, r you have ca 
employee in our Technology Center and have not received a rerun, phone call w,th,n one (I; U.smcss 
day or have not been provided another point of contact, please contact the rechnology .enter a 
703-106-WI. Wc ensure that you will receive a return phone call, from an employee w,rh the al.il.tv ... 
,ss,st voii within four (4) business hours of th.s contact. We appreciate vour help ,n assisting us to help 



you. 



